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To my worthy good Friend. 


SIR; 

T was not yet my hap to be tendered the new 
[| Oaths, but ſuppoſing that at ſome time it may, 
fince in the laſt Seſſuons of Parliament there were 
Agitations for barring all Perſons from Voices in Ble- 
ons of Members for Parliament, and from Praftice 
in their Profeſſions, beſides the Penalties of this Sta- 
tute, and Paiment of double Taxes, in caſe of refu- 
ſing to Swear, and Declare, as by this At s required ; 
Theſe and ſome other Conſiderations (needleſs to par- 
ticularize) put me on ſearch into the Quality and Senſe 
of theſe Oaths, with the Duty and Lawfulneſs of taking 
or refuſmg them. And firſt Tobſerved, that im theſe 
Oaths there is no declaring or ſwearing to the King's 
Supremacy, in any Things or Cauſes, nor a Renuncia- 
tion of the Rights or Titles of any other Perſon, nor a 
Promiſe of Faith and Allegiance to the preſent Prince's 
Heirs and lawful Succeſſors, nor an Acknowledgment 
before God and the World of the King's lawful Title to 


this Realm, nor a ſwearing to the plain and common 


Senſe of the Words ; all which were Parts of the for- 
A 2 mer 
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mer Oaths of Supremacy and Allegiance, and might 
have raiſed Scruples, if inſerted in theſe, that are 
now frivolous, 1 likewiſe obſerve, that the non- 
jurat Proteſtants and the Catholicks are not by the ſame 
Reaſons induced to refuſe to take theſe Oaths, the one 
having ſworn the former, . the latter generally refuſing 
them. On the whole I have made the Refle@ions, 
which I herewith preſent to you, my truly dear Friend. 
I will not affirm to you, that T am ſo fully ſatisfied in 
this Enquiry, as that Þ am reſolved to take theſe Oaths, 
when required ſo to do; nor will ] conceal from you, 
that my private Opinion is, that I may, as a ſound 
Catholick, with a ſafe Conſcience, without Hazard of 
Salvation, both take theſe new Oaths, and ſubſcribe the 
Declaration now framed by Parliament, The Matters 
there contained are entirely within the Conſideration of 
the Laws of the Kingdom, without any relation to the 
Myſteries of Faith ; and therefore T believe you a compe- 
tent and proper Judy herein, and earneſtly requeſt you to 
give me your Thoughts hereof. T would not that it 
ſhould be faid of me, Incidit in Scillam qui vulc 
vitare Charibdim. FT reſolve to be governed by your 
Sentiments of this Affair, and ever to acknowledg to 
the World, that I very much honour you, and am, 


SIR, 


Tour real and affeionate Servant, 


»f May, 2695 
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Becauſe in reading theſe Reflections there may 
be occaſion for comparing the ſeveral Oaths, 
t have here ſet them down ar large. 


The Oaths and Declaration in the A& of 
1 Will. Mar. & 


x. A. B. ds ſincerelp pzomiſe and-ſwear, That J 
will be fattyful, and bear true Allegiance to 
hisDajeſtpKing William. Sohelp meGod,e+c. 

2, J A. B. do ſwear, That Jdo from my Þeart ab- 
ho2, deteſt and abjure, as impfous and heretical, that 
damnable Doctrine and Poſition, That Pzinces excom- 
municated 02 dep2ived by the Pope, 02 any Authozity af 
the See of Rome; may be depoſed 02 murderedby their 
Subj:as, 02 any 8ther whatſoever. ' 

Z. And J do neclare, That no Foreign Prince, Pcr- 
fon, ]2clate, State 02. Potentate, hath, 02 ought to 
hav?, any Jurtsdicion, }Power, Superiozity, Pzche- 
nifncnce, 02 Authozity, Eccleſiaſtical oz Spiritual, w.th- 
in this Kealm. So belp me God, &«. 


The Oath of Supremacy, framed in the A&t; 
1 Eliz, c. 1. which Oath is now abrogated. 


J A. B. do utterly teſtify, and declare in mp Conlſct- 
ence, Thar the King's Dajeſty ts the only ſupzeme Go- 
vernour of this Reatm, and of all other his Þighneſs 
Domintons and Conntries, as well in all _ oy 

| £C 


[vi | 

Eccleſiaſtical Things o2 Cauſes, as Tempozal ; And 
that no Foreign Prince, Perſon, Prelate, State or Po- 
tentate; ' hath, or- ooght to have, any Juriſdi&ion, 
Power, Superiority, Preheminence or Authority, Ec- 
clefiaſtical or Spiritual, within this Realm, And 
therefoze J do utteriy renounce and fo2ſake all fozefgi 
Juttsdictions, Powers, Supertozities and Authoaties, 
and vo pzomiſe, that from hencefo:th I ſhall bear Faith 
and true Allegiance to the King's Highneſs, his Þeirs 
and lawful Succeſſo2s, and to my Power ſhall aſſiſt and 
defend all Jurisdictions, Paivileges, Pzeheminenctes, 
and Authorities, granted .o2 belonging to the Ring's 
Þighnels, his Heirs and Succeflozs, o2 untfted and an- 
nered to the Jmperial'CTrown of this Realm. $So help 
me God, and the Contents of this Book. 


The Oath of Allegiance in the Stat. 3 Jac. 1. 
which Oath is now abrogated. 


FJ A. B. do truly and ſincerely acknowledg, p2ofeſs, 
teſtify and declare, in my Conſcience, befoze God and 
the Toad, That our Sovereign Lozd King James ts 
lawful King of this Realm, and of all other his Waje- 
ſy's Domintons and Conntries ; and that the Pope, 
neither of himfelf, no2 by any Authozity of the See of 
Rome, 02 by any other means with any other, hath any 
Power 02 Authozity to Tepoſe the King, 02 to diſpoſe of 
any of his Pajeſty's Kingdoms o2 Dominions, 02 to 
autho2tze any foreign Paince to invade 02 annoy him 02 
his Countries, 02 to diſcharge any of his Subjeas of 
their Allegiance and Obedience to his Pajeſty, o2 to 

give 
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xide Liceite 02 leave to any vf thein to bear Arms; 
raffe Tumuſts, 02 to offer any Utotence o2 Hurt to his 
Majeſty's Royal Perſon, State, 02 Government, 02 
to any ofhis Bajeſty's Subjects within his Dominions. 
- Aiſo Jvoſwear from my Heart, That notwithſtanding 
any Declaration 02 Sentence of Exconmnunication 02 
Depivation, made 02 granted, 02 to be made o2 granted, 
by the Pope o2 his Succefiozs, o2 by any Authotity de- 
rived 02 pretended to be derived from him o2 his See, 
againſt the ſaid King, his Þeirs o2 Succeſlozs, o2 any 
Abſolution of the ſaid Subjects from their Dbedience, 
I will bear Faith and true Allegiance to his Majeſty, 
his HÞeirs and Ducceſſo2s, and him and them will de- 
fend to the uttermoſt of my Power, againſt all Conſpt- 
racies and Attempts whatſoever, which ſhail be made 
againſt his oz their Perſons, their Crown and Dignt- 
tp, bp reaſon 02 colour of any ſtich Sentence o2 Decla- 
ration, 02 .otherwiſe, and will domp beft Endeavours 
to diſcloſe and make known' to his Bajeſty, his Heirs 
and Succefſo2s, all Treaſons and traiterous Conſpira- 
cies which J ſhall know o2 hear of, to be againſt him,. 
02 any of them. And J vo further ſwear, That I do 
from my Heart abhor, deteſt and abjure, as Impious 
and Heretical, this damnable DoQrine or Poſition, 
That Princes which be excommunicated or deprived: 
by the Pope, may be depoſed or murdered by their 
SubjeQs,, or any other whatſoever. And J do believe, . 
and in Conſcience am reſolved, that neither the Pope, 
no2 any Perſon whatſoever, hath Power to abſolve me 
of this Dath, o2 any-part thereot, which J acknowledg, 
by good and full Authozity, to be lawfully-miniſtred un- 
ta me, and do renounce. all Pardons and Diſpenſatt- 

ons. 


| viit } 
ons to the contrary. { And all theſe things J vo plainly 


and ſincerely and ſwear, accowing to theſe 


expreſs TWows by me ſpoken, and accozing to the 
plain and common Senſe and underſtanding of the 
ſame (lows, without any Equivocation 02 mental E. 
vaſton, o2 ſecret Reſervation whatſoever. And J do 
make this Recognition aud Acknowledgment, hearttly, 
willingly and truly, upon the true Faith of a Chaiſttan. 
So help me God. 


[9] 
REELECTIONS 
ON THE | 


Paths + Declaration 


Lately appointed in the room of the 


Oathsof Supremacy and Allegiance. 


Ince the Supreme Power of this Nation 

g hath, for the Security of its Government, 

enacted, thar all Performs ſhould eicher take 

theſe Oaths, or ſuffer ſevere Penalties for their 

Refuſal : It ſeems to be an Ac of Charity, no 
tefs than of Prudence, to conſider the Reaſons , 

for takitg or refuſing them : I apply ry ſelf ro 


r B 


Catholitks.” . 


+ The firſt of theſe Oaths is bacely promiſſory 
rs Bear 'Paith and triie” Allegiance to the preſent 
Prince,” (ho, 'whartver his Tirle be, hath ſuffi 


B cient 


” 
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Prodtiik'* cient Power to rule, govern and protet us : To 
tact. him, whileſt we live under his Government, we 
are Subjes : As it is undeniable that he is Kin 
of this Realm either'de jure or de fatto, or bot 
ways; (which, matters not now to be conſider- 
ed, for no ſort of Right is here {worn to, as was 
in the former Oaths to our lawful Kings) ſo it is 
plain, that weare his Subjects de jure or de fatto, 
or both ways.. - The Right of a Prince and Duty 
_ of a Subje& are Correllatives, they live and ex- 
pire together. Thus whileſt he is our King, we 
are his SubjeAts ; whileſt we are his Subje&ts we 
owe him Duty and Fidelity, and ought not to 
ſcruple promiſing it, when thereto required; to 
which we are now more ſtri&ly obliged, by the 
Authority of the Kingdom commanding it. 

In all Countries, as well Catholick as others, 
Fidelity is required from thoſe in Subjection, 
unto thoſe who have the Dominion, whether 
it be gained by Conqueſt, or otherways. In our 
own, . Pope : Gregory declared, that (notwith- 
ſanding the Cenſures of his Predeceſſor Pins 
Quintus) the Subjects of England ought to per- 
form all Duty, ro Queen Elizabeth : and what- 
foever might be the Catholicks inward. Judg- 
ments concerning her: Title, yet after the Par- 

| liament 
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liament had acknowledged her a.lawful Queen, 
all Ciyil: Obedience was. exa&ly paid to her. 
This Oath of Fidelity is generally taken in Ire- 
land by, the Catholicks, purſuang to the Articles 
for Surrender of Limerick, by Approbation of 
the. Primate and Clergy of that Kingdom. The 
Fathers of the Society of Jeſus, of the Engliſh / te Ponnc- | 
Province, | decree thus, © Let us all profeſs, that « Ghene,5 Ju- 
© 25 much Obedience and Fidelicy ought to be ” '** 
© fincerely ſworn and exhibiced to our King 
© from every one of us, as is wont to be ſworn 
* and exhibited to any Princes whatſoever from 
© other Catholick Subjedts. Here is no Diſtin- 
Aion made between lawful or unlawful Titles 
of Princes, but the Relation between any Princes 
whatſoever and their Subjects allowed to be 2 


Ground for Fidelity. | | 


The ſecond Oath is a part of the Oath of Al- 
legiance, made, in. the Reign of King James, 3 Jc.r.aps 
which Oath. was freely taken by. the. chief and 
others of the Catholick Clergy bans in England, 
and by them the Nobility and Gentry were ad- 
viſed and exhorted ta, do the ſame, declaring ic 

to be a Duty.incumbent on them bythe Law of 
God, Sixty of the Doctors of the yy” _ 
cribe 
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ſcribed to the "faid "Darth," ale Rollo 
Words, ©We underwritten, Divines andDoot: 
© of the Sacred: Faculty of Paris, do judg the 
* Oath, as it is or che'other fide, (i. e. che Oach 
«© of 'Allegiarice)- may :with" Safety of Paith and 
© Conſcience be taken by Engliſh Catholicks; ove; 
Bur Pope Paul the Fifch fent a Breve into England, 
directed to the Engliſh Catholicks, wherein, re- 
ciring the ſaid Oarh at' large, he'declares, thar 
this Oath contains many things plainly repug- 
nant to Faith and Salvation, and admoniſherh 
and requireth chem not to take that Oarh. This 
Breve his: Holineſs ſeconded by anather,- and 
both were confirmed * by ſucceeding Popes; 
The Fathers of the Society in their Provincial 
Congregation- afore-mentioned, decree thys 
concerning that Oath, that rhe Oath (i.e. the 
Oath of Allegiance) as it is now ſprinkled. with 
many Hetdrvdox Clauſes, cannot be riken, as 
' "being condemned! by many Breves of Popes. 
Fheſe things cotfidered, I tppoſe that Oath 
might not be. taken by Carhoticks, becauſe it 
contained niany things contrary to Faith lo 
and is ſprinkled with many Heterodox CH & ; 
2nd laſtly, 'beeofe ir is corldertitied'Vy "mitny' 
Breves of Popes. Bur then it muſt be vraiiLs 

to 


UMI 


[13 ] 


to me, that this Oath, now to betaken, is not 
that Oath which was required not to be {worn; 
which was condemned : This Oath- is but one 
Clauſe 'amongſt many * which compoſe that 
Oath; the Pope doth not declare that all” the 
things in that Oath are repugnant to Faith, &c. 
his Prohibition doth not fall on any particular 
Clauſe, the Fathers of the Society do not im- 
peach every. Clauſe inchat Oath, nor diſtinguiſh 
thole Heterodox ones that are ſprinkled ia it : 
Both Pope and Fathers allow, that ſome Things 
and Clauſes in that Oath are not liable to Cen- 
ſure: There are many Clauſes in that Oath, 
whereof thole which are condemned, though 
called many, may be feweſt in number.” Now 
if this Oath be not plainly repugnant to Faith and 
Salvation, there is no Ground for refuſing it, 
becauſe it is a part of the former Oath: And 
that it is not plainly repugnant to Faith, &c. to 


. abhor, deteſt and abjute that damnable Do&trine 


and. Poſition, | (mentioned in this Oath) - the 
Word of God, the Council of Conſtance, the 
Subſcription of the Doors. of the Sorbon, the 
Decrees of the Parliament of Paris, and Sub- 
ſcription of the. Fathers of the Society to an 
Agreement with the Sorbon, are full and (uffici- 

C ent 
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ent convincing Evidences : To all or ſame of 
which every one may eaſily apply himſelf for 
Satisfaction. 


7:4 Ticlerati: The Declaration atinexed ro theſe Oaths is 


frog 1:p4 00X to be {worn to, but only to be made, re- 


ic + a 1 peated, and ſubſeribed to, as a Matter which 
ing on the pr0- the Declarer believes to be true, according to a 
bable Evidence 


of what & pe. rational Judgment and moral Certainty thereof, 


which yet may be conſiſtent with an abſolute- 


Poſlibility of the thing being otherwiſe: It is an 
Afertion of the Truth of a thing, as it is in his 
Conſcience or rational Judgment, not as it is in 
it ſelf ; and this moral Certainty may ſecure the 
Declarer from a Lie, and juſtify him before God 
and Man, 

The Refletions I make being with Reference 
to the Catholicks in England, I will confider the 
Duty and Lawfulneſs-of their making, or-refu- 


ſing to- make this Declaration diſtinaly from 


others, 
1. And'to ſhorten my Work I will here ſup 

poſe, that by foreign Prince, Perſon, Prelate, vc. 

is-meant the Pope and his Succeflors, 

* 2. Thatthe Pope hath, and ought to have, 

ſome Juriſdiftion, or Power, or Superiority, 

as.Preheminence, or Authoricy, in this Realm. 


3. That. 
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3. That the Popes formerly had, and had 
2 Right ro, ſome Juriſdictions, &c. within this 
Realm, which now are not enjoyed by. them. 

4- Thatthe Juriſdictions, xc. which: Papes 
formerly had, and now have not, they ought 
not to have in this Realm. 

To explain my ſelf in my ſecond Suppoſi: 
tion, Catholicks unanimouſly grant, that Chrilt 
gave a Power purely ſpiritual to his Apoſtles, 
ebroughout. the whole Warld; and-in them to- 
their Succeſlors, to preach, to feed his Sheep; 
to bind and looſe, &c. This Power being de- 
rived to. the Pape, as:Succeſfor to St. Peter, his 
Holineſs hath 2 Right to throughout the whole 
World, for thus large is the Commiſſion from 
Chriſt. - And this Power being given by God, Kine Jars is 


cannot be taken away. by Men, nor be denied > 6s Ln 
by Chriſtians, eitherin this Realm, or any other xjicopus in 
part, of the World, without Breach of Faith, (fronmerpr 
The ſpiritual Power could not. be: exerciſed by <<p*Feicops 
Kings or Princes, it did never. belong to-them, »« Princeps 
or totheir Crowns, nor indeed was ever claim- nn 
ed or pretended to in this Realm :: therefore I. 
will here only conclude, that it- is nor proba- 
ble that this Declaration intends to deny the 
Pope's Power purely ſpiritual in this King- 

dom. 
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dom. I ſhall endeayour to make this more plain 
hereafter. os ot 237 21 

My third Suppoſition grants that Popes had 
2 Right to, and enjoyed Jurildiftions,  Pow- 
ers,, &c. Theſe were in Courts and Matters 
called Eccleſiaſtical or Spiritual, as Caſes of 
Marriage,  Tythes, Wills, &c. Theſe Juril- 
dictions, &c. were merely external, political 
or civil, and 'came not to the Pope jure divine. 
Our Saviour declared, that his Kingdom is net 
of this World, and therefore gave no:JuriſdiQi- 
on, Power, &c. beſides that which is purely 
ſpiricual, to his Apoſtles; or their Succeſlors. 
The Crown of England is, ” and of lonig time hath: 
been, an Imperial Crown, depending: only'on 
God, by whom Princes reign, From the Crown 
- divers Privileges have been-at divers tines,” ei- 
ther by the Piety or Inadvertencies'of Princes, 
granted to Popes (in the Language of thoſe 
Days called the Church) at other times Uſurpa- 
tions have been made, when the Princes were 
weak or unfortunate : Theſe Privileges being 
Jong uſed, and their Origine either forgotten or 
| concealed, have been commonly look'd on, and 

claimed, as: the proper and inherent Right of 
thoſe to whom they were granted, or came. 


This 


\ 
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This Right being charily preſerved by them, 
and freely confels'd by others to be a good Tile, 
accompanied with a long and quiet. Poſſeſſion, 
and called Eccleſiaſtical or Spiritual, cameto be 
thought at laſt to be a Right given them by God, 
whereas in Truth it proceeded from Men ; and 
as all humane thiogs are ſubject to change, may, 
by the lame Power from whence it wasderived, 
be taken away. And thus hath it fared with the 
Pope's Power in Temporals, which he had and 248.8. « 12. 
exerciled in this Kingdom ; ſometimes they have 23.6.0m 
been diſputed, other times taken from him and ;{1s.« 15 
reſtored to the Crown, then again reſtored co ! F'z _ 
his Holineſs, and about 130 Years ſince were 12 ?.M.c. 8: 
again taken from him and reſtored tothe Crown, 7» France the 
and ſo continue at this Day, which is a Matter 5; ui 
ſo evident to every Engliſh-man, that no one j77 7 Pte 
of them, can find Reaſon to believe; that the #n i! or, tm 


'E ds poral Aﬀairs , 
Pope, at this time, hath any Juriſdiftion, Pow- a: that Kines 


er, &c. (beſides that which is purely Spiritual) pi or - 
in this Realm. — 
The fourth Suppoſition intends, that fince 
thoſe Eccleſiaſtical or Spiritual JuriſdiQions, 
Powers, &c. which the Pope enjoyed and ex- 
erciſed in this Realm, and which were not pure- 
ly Spiritual, nor derived to him from the Apo- 
q » Wh. ſles, 
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fles, but came to him by the Grants of Princes, 
Conſent of People, or by ſome other mere hu- 
mane means, as touching Appeals, Annars, Firſt- 
fruits, electing of Biſhops, Diſpenſations in hu- 
mane Laws, to the Prejudice of the Crown, 
and impoveriſhing of the Subje&ts, giving. Li- 
cences in abundance of hnmane Caſes or Things, 
putting Biſhops into their Bifhopricks, and 
Prieſts into their Pariſhes : ſince ſay theſe Pow- 
ers, Cc. came to the Popes by times, or by 
Concordates between Princes on the one fide, 
and Popes on the other, which could not be Di- 


vine or Supernatural Powers, that is, Powers 


derived to him, or conferred on him jure divino, 
are aboliſhed as to his Holineſs, and reſtored 
to the Crown, by ſeveral Acts of Parliament, 
as antiently belonging thereto, it is as plain that 
the Pope ought not to have thoſe Juriſditions, 
Powers, &«c. of which he is thus legally di- 
veſted, as it 1s apparent that at this time he nei- 
ther hath nor exercileth them. 

Now toenlarge fomewhat on the Subſtance 
of the two laſt Suppoſitions, I will inſtance in 
forme few Remarks, what Interruptions the 
Popes have met with in the Exercife of their Ec- 
cleſtaftical or Spiritual Powers, &c. in Matters 


mere- 


UM 
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merely Temporal in this Realm. Kin 
the Firſt gave the Biſhoprick of Fincheſter to Wil- 
liam Gifford, and forthwith inveſted him into all 
the Poſſeſſions thereto belonging, though con- 
trary to 2 Canon. The fame King alſo gave 
the Archbiſhoprick of Canterbury to Radolph Bi- 
ſhop of London, and gave him Inveſtiture by a 
Ring and a Crofrers Staff, In the fame King's 
Reign Thurſtan, elect Archbiſhop of York, got 
leave of the King to go to a Council held un- 
der Pope Calixtus at Rhemes, giving his Faith to 
the King that he would not receive Confecra- 
tion of the Pope, but notwithſtanding he ob- 
rained to be conlecrate at the Pope's Hand, 
which, as foon as the King heard, he forbad 
him to come within his Dominions. King Ed- 
ward the Firſt prohibited the Abbot of Waltham, 
and Dean of Pauls, to collett a tenth of every 
Man's Goods, for a Supply to the Holy Land, 
which the Pope by three Bulls had committed 
to their Charge. The ſame King impleaded the 
Dean of the Chappel of Wulverhampton, becauſe 
che faid-Dean had, againſt the Privileges of the 
Kingdom, given a Prebend of the fame Chap- 
| to one at the Pope's Command. King 
Richard the Second, by Act of Parliament, pro- 
hibiced 


[ 20] 
hibited that any , ſhould procure a Benefice 
from Rome, under pain to be put out of the 
King's -Prote&tion. Thus ſeveral Catholick 
Princes, in Catholick times, diſputed the Pope's 
Juriſdictions, Powers, ec. in ſeveral Ecclefſi- 
aſtical or Spiritual Matters. King Henry the 
Eighth (no leſs « Catholick, and likewiſe in a 
Catholick time) by ſeveral Acts of Parliament, 
conſiſting of Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons, all Catholicks, deprived the 
Pope of ſeveral Juriſdictions, Powers, Cc. 
which were ſuppoled to be uſurped from- the 
Crown, and the Exerciſe whereof were much 

4-4 7- tO Its Detriment. Again, Queen Elizabeth re-. 
vives all thoſe Statutes made by her Father, re- 
ſtores all antient Juriſditions to the Crown, 
and aboliſheth all foreign Powers repugnant to 
the antient Juriſdiftion of the Crown : And 
thus they continue to this Day. 

From what I have collected here it may ap- 
pear, that no purely ſpiritual Power hath been 
by the Laws of this Kingdom taken from the 
Pope; that whatever Power hath been taken 
from the Pope, hath been reſtored to the Crown, 
as its antient Juriſdiction, and no other : but 
ſince the Words of the Declaration deny any Ju- 


riſdiction, 


UMI 
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riſdition, 4c. to be enjoyed by, or rightfully 
tO | belong to any foreign Prelate, Cc. | ſhall- 
con(ider'the Meaning of thoſe Words, wherein, 
if-I can hit on: the Senſe which this Declaration 
by the Intent of the Impoſers of ic bears, let 
that determine the Lawfulneſs or Unlawfulneſs 
of making it, for no more is required of us. 

\, This Declaration is Verþatim -a Clauſe in the 1,2. cp. 
Oath.of Supremacy, formed in an Act paſt in 48 to reſtore 
the Reign of Queen Elizgbeth ; and in-another the axiene Ju- 
A&t —_ in chefifch Year of her Reigo, it isen- rao 
acted, that the Oath made in the FA Year of year ad 
her Reign, ſhall be taken and expounded in ſuch aboliſhing all 
Form as is ſe forth'in an Admonition annexed _—_y 
© the Queen's Majeſties Injundtions, publiſh- *x 
ed in the firſt Year of her Majeily's Reign, | that 
is to lay, : coconfeſs and acknowledg in her Ma- 
jeſty,, ker Heirs and Succeſſors, -no.other Autho- 
rity than that was challenged and lately uſed by 
the noble: King Henry the Eighth, and King E4- 
ward «he Sixth, as inthe Admonition may more 

nly.a Fr... | 25% j 
on ET kion the, Queen ſaith as fol- A—_ 
loweth, ;: For certainly her Majeſty. neither doth, mud by nat- 
nor ever, will ' challenge any .other [Authority 
than that which was challenged, 'and lately uſed 
E 


by 


5 Eliz. cap. 1, 
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© p{7,77% byche noble King of famous' Memory, Hemy 


ra nds the Ei heh, and King Edward the Sixth, which 
tion, Senſe or 18;. and /XVAs. of /4ntient "tne due to” the Iraperial 
por * , Crown of ithis' Realm, thar is, under God'to 
plegedto x22 hae the Soveraignty and Rule over-all manner 


every ſuch in 


vw he 6 of Perſons born withia theſe Realms, Domini- 
obedient S:h- ONS, .* arid Qonprries, of i'what'! Eſtate '(eithey 
#% 6 ' . Eccleſiaſtical or Temporal) ſoever they be, /o 
nl as no othet foreign Power ſhall or ought 'to have 

; any Superiority over-them:'--£ Yds 364; 

'; Now, eeiſhew ithac King 'Fewy' che Eighth 

' neither' claimed inor -pretended to-any Powet 

purely Spiritual; lerus ſee a Proviſo niade in an- 

1.3.6.4 Ac rpalt inihis/Reign,” Provided 'always'that 
© this A, norany thing therein conraiiſed hall 
be | hereafter - interpreted or expoutided,' 'that 

your: Grace; -'your-Nobles, ' and Subjetts, -in- 
rend,/: by theſame;to decline of vaty fromthe 
Congregation'of Chriſt's Church, in ary things- 
concermng' the very Articles of. the Catholick. 

Faith of:Chriftendom;/ or in any other things U& 


clared by Holy Scripture, and the Wotd'of God; 


necefſary for your and their Salvation, The- 
Stature- containing: this Proviſo! is revived=dtid 
confirmed bythe Stature of #' Flix; cap. x." And 
« -is undeniable;;-that 'allt Chiſfendom, at thar 

| time,, 


i Fe. IL "4 
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thre, did own the Pope's. Spiricyal Power, 
Which; was derived from'the'Apoſtles; » - -- *r 
»\, Burcher, roſhew, [that the Queew who. made 
this ' Oath, intended" ir- only for todiftinguiſh 
thoſe who denied the Pope's Power in Tempo- 
rals, fron others. wibo: would: not, '-and that 
therefore; ſhe: doubted! of "their Loyalty, ' In 


the A& made 2foreſaid. is 'enadted, © Thar or- ; flz; cap. «. 


© aſmuch as the Queen's Majeſty is otherways 
* ſufficiently aſlured of the Faith and Loyalty of 
© the Temporal'Lords of her Highneſs's Court of 
© Parliament ; therefore this Act, norany thing 
© therein contained, ſhall not extend to compel 
© any:temporal Perfon, of or aboye the Degree 
© of a Baron of this Realm, totake or pronounce 
© the Oath aboveſaid. | 
It was notoriouſly known, that the Lords and 
Commons in that Parliament, wherein the Oath 
of Supremacy was appointed, were-moſtly Ro- 
man Catholicks, which includes their holding 
and profefling the Pope's Paſtoral Power. -It 
was Treafon and Premunire to hold or profeſs 
what by the Oath was denied to the Pope ; but 
it was neitherfor a Lord or other:Perſon co pro- 
fels himſelf a Roman Catholick, there was no 
Diſloyalty in that. Thus then, I conclude, that 
E 2 the 
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the Pope's purely Eccleſiaſtical or Spititual Pow- 

. er is not denied in that Oath, and that this is the 
Sen(e,' in which this: Declaration is to:be made, 
as being a part of that Oath. And this I am 
the more” inclined to- believe, becauſe in theſe 

Oaths there are no doubtful Expreſſions of ſwear: 

ing the Juriſdiftions,, Powers, £58. to: belong 

te: any; other Perſon; thofe which arc here on] 
declared, are, thar no foreign Prince, ec. bark 
or ought to have; Nor is « tobe paſt by with- 
out notice, that the Powers taken from his Ho- 
lineſs by King Hey the Eighth, 'were never 
/ meant to be other. than thoſe that were Tem- 
nat. -8. poral,. for Queen Mary, by Act of Pagliamen, 
) reſtores ts the Pope ſuch Authority, Prehemi- 
' _nence and Juriſdiction, as his Holineſs uſed 
and exerciſed, or might lawfadly. have uſed and 
exetciſed, by Anthoricy of his Supremacy, gc, 
without Diraination er Enlargement of: the 
ſame, and no other. Which demonſtrates, thar 
the [urildictions, Powers, «xc. which King: 
Henry the Eighth deprived the Pope of, were 
enly ſuch as an:ARt:of Partiament could reflore 
bim- to,. which- cannot be meanc of tha purely: 


Spirktual Power-given by. Chriſt. 


"Eo: 


of FI " _ :34-IFf . 
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Toſumupthis Diſcourſe : The Pope had a 
purely: Spirtrual Power committed by Chriſt 
to him; as. Succeſfor to St. Peter, to be exer- 
ciſed chroughows the whole World, thar is, Fo 
teach, to bmd; and laofe,: &c. - This /Power, 
we ſay, no: Temporal Prince ever had; or claim- 
ed, or. ould deprive: him-of. © The Pope like- 
wile had in this Kingdom Ecoleſtaſtical or Spi- 
ricual Power in Courcs and Canſes, or Matters, 
called Eccleſiaſtical or Spiritual, as in Divorces, 
Tythes, Oblations, Obventions, &c. This 
Power was exterml, political; civil, and meer- 
ly temporal, granted by or gained from the 
Princes of thele Realms, which being found: 
to; be exerciſed to the great Detriment of the- 
Crown, and adjudged to be fo by the Eſtates of 
the: Realm; - hath been by ſeveral Statutes di- 
veſted from the. Pope, and reſtored ter the- 
Crown above 13o Years paſt; and fo flll it 
continues. The 'Truth of this/is afſured tous by: 
ARs of Parliament, . and other credible Hiſto- 
ries, ſo manifeltly,” that there is no» room for: 
Sceuple in affirming, 'thas: (rebus fic ſtantibms) 
ne foreign Prelate, exc. hath or ought w have: 
any [uriſdition, &c. in this Realm, which is: 

non 


30 Carol. 2, 
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not derived from Chriſt, and which the Laws 
of this Kingdom have deprivedifinyotstit o'i 

?; Here 4s Authority, commaniiog: us: to 'takq 
lawful Oaths, -and todeclare what we may rea- 
ſonably judg and be morally. certain to be true, 
no. competetit Authority: admoniſhing or requi-: 
ring the: contrary; Here are the Opinions of 
great and learhed .Divines for the Lawfulneſs 
and Duty , of taking; theſe Oaths : Here are:che 
higheſt of Evidences for the: Truth of that Mar- 
ter which weare 'to declare our 'Belief-of ; the 
Catholicks in England (generally) never cook 
the former Oaths of Supremacy - and Allegi- 
ance, and therefore on account of fome' Branches! 
in thoſe, they are:not obliged” co refuſe the firſt 
of theſe Oaths 7] Theſe -Oaths neither are in' 
themſelves;; har ate: intended: to be diſtinQive? 
Signs between. Catholicks and Proteſtants, for 
the- Acts lately made: for amoving Papiſts and 
reputed - Papiſts, :£&c; and./for. diſarming Pa- 
piſts and reputed: :Papiſts, appoint the Declara- 
tion, \made in-the Reign of the:late King Charles, 
to befor the Trial and Diſcovery of them, and 
that' Declaration. is not :{crupled';at by Prote-- 
ſtants, -who.yet {ſome of them): refuſe the fatſt 
of theſe Oaths: And had the Declaration which 


Is 
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is annexed to theſe Oaths been a Denial of the 
Pope's Paſtoral Power in- this Realm, there 
needed no- other Teſt for Diſcovery of Papiſts, 
fince no- Catholick would difown that Spiritual 
Power to. be in his Holineſs. Thele things 
conſidered, I muſt own, that I know no Rea- 


ſon for the Roman Catholicks in England to- 


provoke the Government, to fall under the Re- 
putation of being entirely in the French In- 
tereſt, and to undergo ſevere Penalties-for re- 


fuſing theſe Oaths. 


Johnſan. . 


